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December 2013

Dear Friends of Cohousing and Community Members, After much thought and planning we have decided to postpone our next national cohousing conference
beyond 2014. This will be the second year in a row in which the board members of Coho/US have felt it necessary to delay our conference. We have decided to wait
until we have the adequate resources to ensure the delivery of a high quality conference. Rest assured that we do not take this decision lightly and that we are
working hard to determine when and where the next national conference will take place. We are also working on regional outreach and events - such as the regional
summit and community open houses in the northeast this past September.

It would be most helpful to have your input to support our planning. To that end we will be sending you a survey in January. Your response is appreciated, as this
will help the board better serve your needs and the needs of our larger community.

On another more upbeat note and thanks to your generosity, Coho/US has emerged from a rather tight year with more financial strength. Existing communities
have contributed over $6,600 to Coho/US so far in 2013, about half of that in the last six weeks. We are grateful for these contributions. To communities who have
not yet contributed for 2013, we urge you to consider doing so. We ask all communities to plan on contributing in 2014.

Warm regards, 
Coho/US Board of Directors: 
Bill Hartzell, President, Mid-Atlantic Region
Patrick Han, Vice President, Hudson River Region 
Laura Fitch, Secretary, New England Region 
Dick Kohlhaas, Treasurer, Mountain Region 
Alice Alexander, Southeast Region 
Jane Calbreath, Northern California Region 
Jeffrey Zucker, Southwest Region 
Steven Ablondi, International

Community Corner

We are trying out a new section in Cohousing Now! on a trial basis called the Community Corner. We will welcome new communities who have joined our popular
cohousing community directory and celebrate development milestones of new cohousing groups. If you have news that falls into the above areas please send an
email to barb@cohous.org to have it included in our next issue.

Welcome to the following new listings in our Cohousing Communities Directory:
Roanoke Prayer and Service
Echo Hills Cottages

Thank you to the following communities which have joined our Sustaining Community campaign in the past month. For more information please click here.

Mountain View Cohousing Community
Wolf Creek Lodge

Become a Sustaining Community for the Cohousing Association of the Unites States. Click here for more information.
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Serialized Cohousing Books: The Wisdom of Group Decisions

Ground Rules

In principle, when everybody understands and plays by the same rules, the experience is much more likely to be fun and rewarding than when people make up or
assume their own rules and not everyone understands the protocol. Like playground rules posted on a fence, meeting ground rules encourage playing safely, having
fun and including everyone. Group decision making is more efficient and achieves better results when we have shared expectations.

Practical Tip: Establish ground rules at the start of every meeting - such as with a simple list of 10 or fewer statements about how you all agree to behave in the
meeting. The group might make a list from scratch or might discuss and revise a list proposed by the facilitator. Many groups use the same set of ground rules
meeting after meeting. All participants should be watchful for compliance with the ground rules and politely point out violations. Review the ground rules regularly
and do not hesitate to make additions or changes. Make sure new people understand the ground rules.

Coho/US blogs

Appreciations
By Bill Hartzell

As I sit writing this, Christmas is right around the corner and 2014 is not too far beyond. Like most people I'm amazed how fast this year went by. As I think
back over the past 12 months, I realize that a significant amount of my year has been colored by CohoUS. Honestly, it's been a challenging year. Money
has been very tight, and we have had to make some difficult decisions to make sure we remained solvent. We have seen changes in staffing, as well as the
departure of board members and the arrival of new ones. And through all these ups and downs, we continue to move ahead. We're making progress on the
new CohoUS website and our contact database. Both we hope to share with you early in 2014. We are also working on the planning for CohoUS sponsored
events during 2014 that will help us build content and momentum for the 2015 national cohousing conference.

None of what we've accomplished this year, and the work we will continue into 2014, would be possible without the passion and effort of the outstanding folk
that are our staff and board. Here at year's end I want to express my heartfelt appreciation for both the work that they do, the wisdom they bring to the table,
and their willingness to laugh at my dumb jokes and silly emails. To the staff and board of CohoUS: You are the backbone of this organization and I feel
privileged to work beside you. Thank you so very much for all that you do.

I want also to express my appreciation to those out there who have contacted me this past year with their concerns, support, ideas, or simply to say hello.
Thank you for your words and council. Thank you also to those individuals and communities that continue to support CohoUS with their generous donations.
To those individuals and communities, be assured that your dollars are appreciated and are being put toward important work.

Lastly, from the staff and board of the Cohousing Association of the US to cohousers everywhere: May the gift of love, the gift of peace, and the gift of
happiness, be yours this holiday season.

Yours in Community,
Bill

More Cohousing Blogs

Featured Classified Ads

You can feature your enhanced ad in the list below for just an additional $25 monthly! Please contact our advertising manager, Barb Bansenauer
at advertising@cohousing.org for more information

Cohousing Events

US FREE Cohousing Event Listings in Community Events section of Tours & Events page

Cohousing Groups For Seniors

CA Wolf Creek Lodge: Move in Now to Senior Cohousing!

Cohousing Groups Seeking New Members

OR Come Home to Neighborly Living!

TN TN's first cohousing community is now under construction

WA Our Community is expanding - Please join us

Cohousing Homes for Sale

MA Homes at Mosaic Commonsavailable for those who make <80% of MA median

OR Sunny, 2nd floor 2BR spacious Condo in beautiful Pacific NW

Cohousing Publications for Sale

CA New release from McCamant & Durett Architects

Volunteer Opportunities

US Become a Coho/US Regional Liaison to the Board

Featured Professionals

http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18666&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18667&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18668&qid=995773
mailto:advertising%40cohousing.org
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18669&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18670&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18671&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18672&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18673&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18674&qid=995773
http://node/4425
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18675&qid=995773
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18676&qid=995773


6/27/2014 Gmail - Cohousing Now! #61: Looking forward to 2014

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4aafc3937a&view=pt&q=%22cohousing%20now%22%2061&qs=true&search=query&th=14325033f2c3faa1&siml=14… 3/3

Connecting with Cohousing Professionals is easy with our Cohousing Professionals Directory webpage. Interested in getting listed below? You'll find more
information here , or contact Barb Bansenauer, our Advertising Manager to find out more.

Bryan Bowen Architects, p.c.
The Cohousing Company: McCamant & Durrett Architects
Cohousing Partners, LLC & Wonderland Hill Development Company
Kraus Fitch Architects, Inc

Cohousing In The News (from Google)

Working Out The Details - The Tribune News
Trieste, cohousing nelle vicinanze della stazione. Astenersi non rifugiati politici - Bora.La
Cohousing project takes next step - Western Wheel

more

Thanks for reading

Cohousing Now! provides timely information on Cohousing... Now! It's from the Cohousing Association of the United States, highlighting new information
from Cohousing.org. This email is assembed at www.cohousing.org/now for those who prefer to web browse its content. Cohousing Now! is emailed about once a
month. Please forward to your friends, communities, and other mailing lists to help spread the word about Cohousing - now!

Copyright © 2013 The Cohousing Association of the United States All rights reserved. Privacy policy

Coho/US only w ants to send emails to those w ho request them. Our multiple mailing lists let you customize w hat w e send you.

If you w ish to update your contact information or subscribe or unsubscribe from Cohousing mail click here: https://w w w .cohousing.org/civicrm/profile/create?gid=12&reset=1 and you'll be taken to

a form. If you w ant to stop receiving all emails from Coho/US, you can click here to opt-out of all Coho/US email lists.

This email is sent from:

The Cohousing Association of the United States

Coho/US

Po Box 13254

Mill Creek, WA 98082

United States
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