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An Important Appeal from Coho/US International Board Member

My name is Steven Ablondi. I live most of each year in South Africa. In 2011 I discovered the website of the
Cohousing Association of the United States. On the website I learned there was a national conference! I had
heard of cohousing, but thought there was only a couple experimental communities and one book. Although I
was only in America for two months, I drove down to Washington, D.C. to spend almost a week at conference. It
changed my life!

I found that thousands of people are successfully living in cohousing and that hundreds of them were at the
conference. I met people from Japan, Australia, the UK, Europe and Canada. I’m now forming a senior cohousing
community in South Africa and I converse regularly with people I’ve met at conference. Just this week, I asked
Raines Cohen and Betsy Morris about an academic program in sustainability at UC Berkeley, and whether any of
those students might like to come intern with us at Memel Organics.

My wife, Cindy, trades ideas with Shari Leach about the two sports programs for under-privileged children they
respectively run. I met Shari’s Leach's dad, Jim Leach, at the conference. Cindy advised Jessie Durrett, Katie &
Chuck's daughter, about her prospects to intern with the United Nations, at conference. Dave Wann wrote an
article about Memel Organics, our project in S.A. Bryan Bowen, in addition to designing our senior cohousing
community, has partnered with me to found a charity to build dignified, warm housing for elderly black South
Africans who suffered under apartheid. These homes are being built using cohousing principles.

Anyone can come to conference and meet many of these people and a hundred more. Many folks come to
conference thirsty for info on how to form a new community. Some just come to gloriously socialize with like-
minded people.

Now I’m a member of the board of coho/US. I’ve donated thousands of dollars of travel expenses each year to the
organization, spreading the word of cohousing in America and abroad and making my life better, one friend and
contact at a time.

You are a member of a community. Statistically speaking, in America, that makes you a ground-breaker, a
forward-thinker, close to a visionary. You, or some founding members of your community, put in countless hours
to achieve this. Has it been worth it?

Congratulations on your cohousing lifestyle. We applaud you. But your work is not done. Neither you, nor your
community, is an island. Pay it forward! Allow people like me to find out about cohousing. Don’t ask what the
cohousing association can do for you. This particular year. Be broader minded than that. Without a website,
myself and countless others wouldn’t have been exposed to cohousing. Without a conference, myself and
countless others wouldn’t have learned enough to actually form a community. It is the Cohousing Association of
the United States that maintains the website and organizes the conferences. It costs money!

This year, tonight, there are people who will not be cold because Bryan & Steven met at conference and are now
building natural, warm houses based on cohousing principles to replace sheet-metal shacks. This is all taking
place, now, because people in years past financially supported a coho/US.

So again, Pay It Forward. Let’s keep a website. Let’s have future regional and national cohousing conferences.
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You have put more effort into your home than any other homeowners in America - why stop now?

To paraphrase one of the greatest speeches of our nation: Ask not what a cohousing association can do for you -
ask what you can do for The Cohousing Association of the United States. And lets keep changing the world, one
community at a time.

In community,
Steven Ablondi
Donate now: https://www.cohousing.org/donate

Tours & Events

We are moving to a more regionally based tours model. Please contact Coho/US if you are interested in helping
plan a tour in your area. Save the date: The Northeastern 2013 Cohousing Open House Tours (Not a bus
tour) Sunday, September 29th 2013. You'll find more information on our Events & Tours webpage.

Freedom of Speech

In principle, to make good group decisions we need to hear all perspectives. We need to be able to openly
disagree with respect and civility. We need to have the courage to speak what is on our minds and hearts even in
the face of opposition. When a group’s culture makes it “not okay” to voice certain views, or when participants
feel intimidated about sharing, those suppressed viewpoints do not go away; they just fester and turn into conflict
later.

Practical Tip: Help create a group culture that encourages open sharing of all points of view. Offer
encouragement and support to those who express minority opinions, even if you disagree. Stand tall and speak
your own truth, and be genuinely open to considering others.

Expressing our differing opinions gives us a chance to understand each other better, to talk and inch toward
resolution. Suppressing opinions might appear peaceful in the short run, but it inches us toward conflict over the
long run.

Coho/US blogs

Money, Homes, and Trust: Economic Diversity Issues at Wild Sage
By Ellen Orleans, Wild Sage, Boulder, Colorado

Sustainability is about more than environmentally friendly appliances, sustainably harvested lumber, and
organic farming; it’s also about the overall satisfaction of people. Can they sustain a high enough level of
involvement in the civic life of the neighborhood to maintain what has already been created, and even
continue to improve it?

This piece by Ellen Orleans demonstrates that sustainability also includes qualities such as economic
fairness and diversity.

—D. L. W.

“We support connections and relationships at all levels, consciously seek ing and valuing diversity and the
challenges it brings. … ”

At the core of most cohousing communities is a statement spelling out the group’s values. Common to
many of these statements is a phrase about honoring diversity among its members. My cohousing group,
Wild Sage, includes economic diversity as one of the differences it values.

For Puget Sound area folks
By Sheila Hoffman

http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18346&qid=899668
mailto:tours%40cohous.org
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18347&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18348&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18349&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18350&qid=899668
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What is Sustainable Community?
Capitol Hill Urban Cohousing is co-sponsoring a showing of the 90 minute documentary "Within Reach:
Journey to Find Sustainable Community" on
Monday, June 3 at the NW Film Forum...

HOLD THE DATE for Northeastern 2013
Cohousing Summit
By Laura Fitch

Date: Saturday, September 28th 2013: 9:00 –
6:00
Location(s):
Cambridge Cohousing, supplemented by
Cornerstone Cohousing
These are neighboring communities in Cambridge
Massachusetts each within 10 minute walk of
public transportation – MBTA Redline and 1 mile...

More Cohousing Blogs

We gratefully acknowledge our
Online Auction Sponsor:

Bryan Bowen Architects, p.c.

Featured Classified Ads

You can feature your enhanced ad in the list below for just an additional $25 monthly! Please contact our
advertising manager, Barb Bansenauer at advertising@cohousing.org for more information

Cohousing Groups For Seniors

CA Wolf Creek Lodge: Move in Now to Senior Cohousing!

Cohousing Groups Seeking New Members

CO Make yourself at home in the heart of Boulder, Colorado

FL A Cohousing Approach to Coastal Living near the Gulf of Mexico in Sunny Florida

MA It takes a caring farm community to raise a child

NH Pondside Living near Dartmouth College at Pinnacle Cohousing

NY New Co-housing community Ithaca NY

WA Join Us For Phase 2, 5 Units Still Available!

Cohousing Homes for Sale

CA TOWN HOME for Sale at OAK CREEK COMMONS, Paso Robles, CA

MA Come visit us! Affordable homes at Mosaic Commons

MA Beautiful 2 bdrm with solar & geothermal heating/AC for sale

UT WASATCH COMMONS, SALT LAKE CITY, UT BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOM HOME FOR SALE

Housemate Wanted

MD Full Floor Suite in Historic Farmhouse

http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18351&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18352&qid=899668
mailto:advertising%40cohousing.org
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18353&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18354&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18355&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18356&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18357&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18381&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18359&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18360&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18361&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18362&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18363&qid=899668
http://www.cohousing.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=18364&qid=899668
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Volunteer Opportunities

US Non-profit Governance Opportunity

Featured Professionals

Connecting with Cohousing Professionals is easy with our Cohousing Professionals Directory webpage.
Interested in getting listed below? You'll find more information here , or contact Barb Bansenauer, our Advertising
Manager to find out more.

Bryan Bowen Architects, p.c.
The Cohousing Company: McCamant & Durrett Architects
Cohousing Partners, LLC & Wonderland Hill Development Company
Kraus Fitch Architects, Inc

Cohousing In The News (from Google)

Community Links. - Langley AdvanceNews
Un cohousing per l'autismo - La Repubblica
El 'senior cohousing' llega a España con un poco de retraso - Inmodiario

more

Thanks for reading

Cohousing Now! provides timely information on Cohousing... Now! It's from the Cohousing Association of the
United States, highlighting new information from Cohousing.org. This email is assembed
at www.cohousing.org/now for those who prefer to web browse its content. Cohousing Now! is emailed about
once a month. Please forward to your friends, communities, and other mailing lists to help spread the word about
Cohousing - now!

Copyright © 2013 The Cohousing Association of the United States All rights reserved. Privacy policy

Coho/US only w ants to send emails to those w ho request them. Our multiple mailing lists let you customize w hat w e send you.

If you w ish to update your contact information or subscribe or unsubscribe from Cohousing mail click here:

https://w w w .cohousing.org/civicrm/profile/create?gid=12&reset=1 and you'll be taken to a form. If you w ant to stop receiving all emails

from Coho/US, you can click here to opt-out of all Coho/US email lists.

This email is sent from:

The Cohousing Association of the United States

Coho/US

Po Box 13254

Mill Creek, WA 98082

United States
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