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Message from the President

As of January 2013 the association board members will be representing 12 defined regions across the United
States. The expectation is that we'll have one board member for every 10 established coho communities in a
region and that board members are required to reside in the region they represent.

CohoUS exists to serve the cohousing movement nationwide. With over 135 established
communities, and nearly as many under development, we needed to find a better way to stay in
touch.  We are your association, so we need feedback to make the decisions necessary to better serve
you. In the months to come I'm going to do my best to reach out to yoatu frequently. At least by email,
but I hope by phone and in person as well. My intent is to share with you the latest association news, but
as also to solicit feedback related to the strategic direction of the association.  We've been at this for
nearly 20 years, so there is a wealth of experience out there we hope to tap into. 

All of the association board members are volunteers. To help maintain our communication network within each
region we're on the lookout for volunteers to function as part-time regional liaisons to the board.  I am hoping that
at least two or three community members in the Mid-Atlantic region, who have a few hours a month to help with
community outreach, will raise their hands. If you are interested in helping (and boy could I use some help)
please email me.

National Conference

The next national cohousing conference is will be in 2014 in North Carolina and we are getting ready to start work
planning that event.  The conference in Oakland was a blast, and we expect North Carolina to be even better. We
are very much aware that the cost to attend a national conference is beyond the means of many community
members. At we ramp up for the North Carolina conference I hope to solicit ideas from Mid-Atlantic communities
as how we can make the North Carolina conference meaningful and affordable.  My particular interest is in
feedback on expectations as to venue and program content. Email me if you'd like to share some ideas.

Online Auction

The national cohousing conference silent and live auctions are a significant portion of our annual income. Since
there is no conference this year, we're trying something new. Instead of traveling across the country to attend a
national cohousing conference this summer, Coho/US is asking you to reduce your carbon footprint by
participating in our very first on-line fundraising auction. Expect a separate mailing with specific information, but
we're soliciting vacation packages, original works of art and other gifts to include with this auction.  We're also
looking for a few people to help with a small bit of data entry to help us set up the auction site and maybe do a
bit of arm twisting for auction items. Please let me know if you have items to offer or if you have some time to
spare helping with the auction.

Lastly

I want to thank you all for your 2012 charitable donations to CohoUS.  While we do generate a small income via
our website advertisements, we are primarily dependent on the generous contributions of individuals and
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communities. Many communities include a small donation for CohoUS in their annual community budgets.  If

your community does not, I ask you to consider creating such a line item for 2013.  Being a 501(c)(3),  your
donations are tax deductible. I can provide an address for mailing donations, but there is also a secure "Donate
Now" button on the CohoUS website (www.cohousing.org) you are welcome to use.

+++

There is much more I'd love to tell you about that the association has in the works, (a greatly
improved  website,  a coho mentors database,  . . .)  but I've most likely worn you out. I'll save the rest for another
time.

I do hope with this email to begin a conversation with all my cohousing neighbors in the Mid-Atlantic region.
Please feel free to contact me.

Yours in Community,

Bill  (wahartzell@gmail.com)

Immediate & awesome volunteer opportunity!

WHAT: online for CohoUS Auction Fundraiser, Go Local! Go Green!

1-Do you enjoy computer work and have 5 to 10 hours to help us during late March and April? We already love
and appreciate you!

We are looking for a small team of 2-3 people to do data entry and auction website set-up. You will be using
predesigned templates on www.ReadySetAuction.com  so HTML not required but helpful. (see
demo: http://demo.readysetauction.com/auctions/demo/home)  Working on a small team will allow you to have
flexible hours and will break the job into a manageable project. Once you familiarize yourself with the platform we
estimate each person will enter up to 20 items during our set up weeks in late March and April.

2- Do you have experience using Mail Chimp or Constant Contact? Email marketing volunteer needed for 5-10
hours of work during 4 weeks of late April and early May.

We are looking for 1 or 2 volunteers to spread the word about our online auction for a few weeks prior and then
during the event.  If you have experience with one of the email marketing platforms and have page layout skills
this will be a cinch for you. We need two emails a week during the last two weeks of April and then three emails
a week during May 1- 17th.  With two volunteers you can share the work and the schedule that fits best with your
available time. 

3- Auction Solicitation volunteers needed

Do you have lots of cohousing community contacts and friends?  You are the ones we are looking for!  We are
creating an online auction with loads of exciting cohousing trips and vacation packages.  (AND original artwork!)
We need two volunteers to make calls and help design interesting trip packages to cohousing communities
around the world. This year’s auction will be online so many more people will have the chance to bid on some
pretty special vacation options. Do you like to travel? You probably would be good at this.

Please contact Auction Chair, Jane Calbreath at jane.calbreath@gmail.com 

Tours & Events

We hope to have a spring Cohousing Tour coming soon! If you are interested in touring a cohousing community
or helping out with a tour in your area, please contact Coho/US. For a complete listing of public events given by
cohousing communities & organizations, please visit our Events & Tours webpage.

Serialized Cohousing Books: The Wisdom of Group Decisions
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Fertile soil helps creativity

In principle, good group decisions are creations. Creativity comes from putting together two or more
things, events or ideas. Germination leads to new creations. Like water with a poppy seed, fertile soil
facilitates and supports the interaction. Fertility helps creativity.

Practical Tip: Make your decision-making environment “fertile.” Through the design of meetings and
communications, facilitate the interaction of multiple ideas. Make a culture of support and nurturing for
new ideas. This might be done through ground rules or operating norms. Be consistent in their application.
Uphold and stand by your ground rules in all situations. Deliberately attend to and nurture the environment
in which you are trying to grow.

Coho/US blogs

Community Building at Wolf Creek Lodge By Bob Miller

Members of Wolf Creek Lodge have talked about living in community for many years and have agreed on
various policies and guidelines. We have met for monthly general meetings and joined together in social
events but now reality has struck.

Wolf Creek Lodge is a senior cohousing...

KGNU's Program on Cohousing By Rebecca Lane

Thanks be to Maeve Conran at KGNU for sending along this audio link to the Monday broadcast of "Public
Affair" when Cohousing villages and community building was discussed in after the Morning News
Magazine.

Use the hyperlink below and listen IF you missed the broadcast moderated by...

More Cohousing Blogs

Featured Classified Ads

You can feature your enhanced ad in the list below for just an additional $25 monthly! Please contact our
advertising manager, Barb Bansenauer at advertising@cohousing.org for more information

Cohousing Events

US FREE Cohousing Event Listings in Community Events section of Tours & Events page

Cohousing Groups For Seniors

CA Wolf Creek Lodge: Move in Now to Senior Cohousing!

Cohousing Groups Seeking New Members

CO Make yourself at home in the heart of Boulder, Colorado

FL A Cohousing Approach to Coastal Living near the Gulf of Mexico in Sunny Florida

MA It takes a caring farm community to raise a child

NH Greenest Community in the Northeast Has A Place For You!

NH Pondside Living near Dartmouth College at Pinnacle Cohousing

WA Wooded Setting in an Urban Area
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Cohousing Homes for Rent

CO SW Colorado, near Durango, 250 Acres Country Living - HOUSEMATE WANTED

Cohousing Homes for Sale

MA Come visit us! Affordable homes at Mosaic Commons

Volunteer Opportunities

US Non-profit Governance Opportunity

Featured Professionals

Connecting with Cohousing Professionals is easy with our Cohousing Professionals Directory webpage.
Interested in getting listed below? You'll find more information here , or contact Barb Bansenauer, our Advertising
Manager to find out more.

Bryan Bowen Architects, p.c.
The Cohousing Company: McCamant & Durrett Architects
Cohousing Partners, LLC & Wonderland Hill Development Company
Kraus Fitch Architects, Inc

Cohousing In The News (from Google)

Co-housing: a lifestyle with community spirit built into the foundations - The Guardian
Teen Morris dancers plan trip to Isle of Man - Amherst Bulletin
Tiny House Infographic project meets Kickstarter goal - Mother Nature Network (blog)

more

Thanks for reading

Cohousing Now! provides timely information on Cohousing... Now! It's from the Cohousing Association of the
United States, highlighting new information from Cohousing.org. This email is assembed
at www.cohousing.org/now for those who prefer to web browse its content. Cohousing Now! is emailed about
once a month. Please forward to your friends, communities, and other mailing lists to help spread the word about
Cohousing - now!

Copyright © 2013 The Cohousing Association of the United States All rights reserved. Privacy policy

Coho/US only w ants to send emails to those w ho request them. Our multiple mailing lists let you customize w hat w e send you.

If you w ish to update your contact information or subscribe or unsubscribe from Cohousing mail click here:

https://w w w .cohousing.org/civicrm/profile/create?gid=12&reset=1 and you'll be taken to a form. If you w ant to stop receiving all emails

from Coho/US, you can click here to opt-out of all Coho/US email lists.

This email is sent from:

The Cohousing Association of the United States

Coho/US

Po Box 13254

Mill Creek, WA 98082

United States
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