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Join The Dialogue!

Creating Sustainable Neighborhoods. Learning from the Cohousing Experience

John Robbins, author and advocate for a more sustainable lifestyle, keynotes Opening Night of the 2012
National Cohousing Conference in Oakland, CA on Fri., June 15.

The only son of Baskin Robbins' founder, John decided not to follow in his father’s footsteps and instead
dedicates his life to creating an environmentally sustainable, spiritually fulfilling and socially just human presence
on this planet. John is the recipient of the Rachel Carson Award, the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Award, the
Peace Abbey's Courage of Conscience Award,and Green America's Lifetime Achievement Award.

Jane Brody, personal health editor for the New York Times, recently wrote that John’s book Healthy at 100
showed her the healing power of healthy relationships as she grieved the loss of her husband. John also is the
author of The New Good Life: Living Better Than Ever in an Age of Less and the international bestseller Diet for a
New America: How Your Food Choices Affect Your Health, Happiness, and the Future of Life on Earth.

Become a sponsor of the 2012 National Cohousing Conference and publicize your organization. Would you like
an exhibit table at the conference or an ad in our conference program? Visit our sponsor page for more
information.

Questions? Email conference@cohousing.org.

Tours & Events

We will be hosting three community tours June 13th-15th in Oakland, CA. These rolling workshops on a biodiesel
bus will take you to area communities so that you can experience and learn about cohousing first hand by
visiting existing communities in the area and talking with residents.

Wednesday June 13th - Full-day North Bay Tour, 8:30am - 5:15pm
Thursday June 14th - Full-day East Bay Tour, 8:30am - 4:30pm
Friday June 15th - Retrofit Mini-Workshop, 8:00am - 10:00am and Part-day Bus Tour, 10:15am - 4:30pm

Please visit our conference website for community locations, itinerary details or to register.

We are planning to host two tours this fall; one in Seattle, WA and the other in Portland, OR. Tour dates and
locations coming soon! Please check our website often for more information.

If you are interested in touring a cohousing community, please contact Coho/US.

Serialized Cohousing Books: Good Group Decision Tips

Consensus does not mean casual
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In principle, consensus generally means that all perspectives are heard and all concerns are addressed
so all participants can willingly consent to those decisions. Many groups aspire to make decisions by
consensus, but very few have specific protocols in place to guide its implementation. There are no
“Robert's Rules of Order” for consensus. Groups often plunge ahead resolved to use consensus but with
little or no structural underpinnings. 

Practical Tip: If you are going to use consensus as your official decision-making method, be specific at
the outset about what it means for your group. How, specifically, will you make sure that all perspectives
are heard, all concerns are addressed, and what steps will be followed when there is a “block.” Once your
rules are decided, follow them with a degree of formality. Structure and protocol are just as important in
consensus decision-making as they are in any other type of decision-making. Being casual about the
rules just makes a mess.

Coho/US Blogs

Consensus: Decision-Making or Community
By Sharon Villines

Q: Can you please clarify the roles of the Operational Leader in meetings? We had a difference of
interpretation because the word autocratic is mentioned on pp. 128-129 of We the People in the
description of the role of the Operational Leader....

Raising Children While Living in an Intentional Cooperative Community
By Karmit Bulman

Charlie and I met 30 years ago. We fell in love fast (at first sight at a Madison Wisconsin coop house
party). Within a few weeks we were already spring break vacationing together in Florida, and during one of
our many long walks on the beach, we shared our goals for the kind of lives we...

More Cohousing Blogs

Featured Classified Ads

You can feature your enhanced ad in the list below for just an additional $25 monthly! Please contact our
advertising manager, Barb Bansenauer at advertising@cohousing.org for more information

Cohousing Events

 Cohousing Community Tours - Click here to learn more.

MA Come visit us! Affordable homes available at Mosaic Commons

US FREE Cohousing Event Listings in Community Events section of Tours & Events page

Cohousing Groups For Seniors

CA Wolf Creek Lodge - Cohousing for Active Adults

Cohousing Groups Seeking New Members

ME Community and super energy-efficiency in the heart of mid-coast Maine

NH Greenest Community in the Northeast Has A Place For You!

Cohousing Homes for Sale

CA Beautiful Home for Sale in N Street Co-Housing
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GA
Lovely, Spacious Four-Story Town Home in Wonderful East Lake Commons Community in Atlanta/Decatur,
GA

MA Energy-saving home in Mosaic Commons, Berlin, MA

OR DAYBREAK COHOUSING HOMES FOR IMMEDIATE SALE

VA Two Story Plus Walk-Out Basement in the Center of Blueberry Hill Cohousing

WA Urban Oasis - 2 BR, 1.5 BA Townhome in Vibrant Community

Cohousing Publications For Sale

US Financing Cohousing CD ROM w/Katie McCamant

Cohousing Related Products/Services

PA Live Far Better For Far Less in Community

Housemate Wanted

MA Rent a room / Share a house at Mosaic Commons!

Land/Buildings Seeking New Cohousing Group

 Be the First to Place an Ad Here

Volunteer Opportunities

US Non-profit Governance Opportunity

Featured Professionals

Connecting with Cohousing Professionals is easy! Find them in our featured Professionals Directory listing.
Interested in getting listed here? Please contact Barb Bansenauer, our Advertising Manager to find out more.

Bryan Bowen Architects, p.c.
Cohousing Collaborative, LLC
The Cohousing Company: McCamant & Durrett Architects
Cohousing Partners, LLC
Kraus Fitch Architects, Inc
Schemata Workshop
Wonderland Hill Development Company

Cohousing In The News (from Google)

Interpersonal skills key to greener life - Poughkeepsie Journal
Dragonfly Cohousing project fights misconceptions - Calgary Herald
Sunday festival planned to celebrate Earth Day at Leslie Science & Nature ... - AnnArbor.com
Must-Ask Eco Questions: Joining a Commune - Earth911.com
Curious about Cohousing? - CHS Capitol Hill Seattle

more

Thanks for reading
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Cohousing Now! provides timely information on Cohousing... Now! It's from the Cohousing Association of the
United States, highlighting new information from Cohousing.org. This email is assembed
at www.cohousing.org/now for those who prefer to web browse its content. Cohousing Now! is emailed about
once a month. Please forward to your friends, communities, and other mailing lists to help spread the word about
Cohousing - now!

Copyright © 2012 The Cohousing Association of the United States All rights reserved. Privacy policy

Coho/US only w ants to send emails to those w ho request them. Our multiple mailing lists let you customize w hat w e send you.

If you w ish to update your contact information or subscribe or unsubscribe from Cohousing mail click here:

https://w w w .cohousing.org/civicrm/profile/create?gid=12&reset=1 and you'll be taken to a form. If you w ant to stop receiving all emails

from Coho/US, you can click here to opt-out of all Coho/US email lists.

This email is sent from:

The Cohousing Association of the United States

Coho/US

PO Box 28218

Seattle, WA 98118

United States
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